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SEPTEMBER 1863 AND THE CIVIL WAR CROSSES THE BORDER. 
 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE 

SAVE TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
 

SEPTEMBER 2, 1863.  NEAR THE MEXICAN BORDER.  IN THE AMERICAN CIVILWAR, 

MEXICO IS NEUTRAL.  BUT MEXICANS LIKE OCTAVIANO ZAPATA ARE NOT.   

FEARING FOR HIS FAMILY, ZAPATA DECIDES TO FIGHT HIS OWN WAR AGAINST 

THE CONFEDERACY.    
 

RECRUITED BY UNION AGENTS, ZAPATA AND HIS “ZAPATISTAS” BEGIN RAIDING 

ACROSS THE BORDER, SOMETIMES FLYING THE AMERICAN FLAG! THE RAIDS ARE 

BLOODY, BRUTAL, AND TIE UP TEXAS TROOPS NEEDED ELSEWHERE. 
 

AT DAWN TODAY, CONFEDERATE MAJOR SANTOS BENAVIDES CROSSES THE RIO 

GRANDE AND ATTACKS THE ZAPATISTAS.  ZAPATA AND ALL HIS OFFICERS ARE 

KILLED. 
 

THE RIDE OF OCTAVIANO ZAPATA IS OVER. 
 

TEXANS WENT SOUTH TO FIGHT THE NORTH 147 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK IN TEXAS 

HISTORY. 
 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDBOOK OF TEXAS – OCTAVIANO ZAPATA 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ZZ/fza12.html 
 

LATINOS IN THE UNION ARMY website accessed 8/10/10 

http://www.umich.edu/~ac213/student_projects07/cwlatinos/Mexicans%20in%20the%20Union%20Army.html 
 

THESIS: “ORIGINS OF BOSS RULE IN STARR COUNTY” Hernán A. Contreras, University of Houston – 

Clear Lake, May, 2008 

http://los-tejanos.com/thesis/Origins_text_complete.doc 
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